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Pseudoceros prudhoei (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
Kingdom:  Animalia
Phylum:  Platyhelminthes
Class: Rhabditophora
Order: Polycladida
Family: Pseudoceritidae
Genus: Pseudoceros 
Species:  P. prudhoei
Pseudoceros prudhoei is usually found on rocky or reef habitats,
swimming in open waters or under coral rubble plates, where they
find their preys, the ascidians. Maximum length is 5 cm in Persian
Gulf (Iran, Kish Island). While some of the free-living flatworms
tend to hide under rocks escaping from the sunlight, colorful
polyclads usually demonstrate a very conspicuous behavior,
swimming through the water column next to coral reefs. These
animals actually do not need to avoid predators, because their
bright color pattern works as a warning sign about their
distastefulness and toxicity. None of the animals had a negative
response to the presence of light. When the flashlight was turned
on, they started swimming around and exploring the environment
and none of the worms hid under the rocks searching for cover. In
fact, the light didn’t seem to bother them at all, as some would
swim toward it, swim back and settle down at any spot. P.
prudhoei is not negatively phototactic and reinforce the function of
aposematic coloration in pseudocerotids. P. prudhoei is
hermaphrodites with both male and female reproductive systems
functional at the same time, and reproduce by internal fertilization.
Food: Pseudoceros prudhoei is marine predator that feed on other
small invertebrates called ascidians.
Distribution: P. Prudhoei probably has an Indo-Pacific distribution.
It has already been found in the Great Barrier Reef, New Guinea and
west coast of India. P.Prudhoei has seen in Iranian coasts (Persian
Gulf and Oman Sea).
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